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The discussion witli^ipp^pp^pnas limited to the subj. of curarc-like C^, 
agents. v Crude curare is oblainetl by brewing roots, bark, etc. of several 
species 'of So. Am. plants. It contains powerful alkaloids and is used by 
certain So. Am. tribes as an arrow poison. An individual or animal struck 
by such a prisoned- arrow is rapidly rendered helpless due to paralysis of the 
skeletal muscles. Purified curare and chemicals having a curare-like action 
are used to some extent in medicine, when it is desired to produce a relax- 
ation of the skeletal muscles without the prod, of anesthesia or the production 
of central nervous system paralysis. 
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